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• [3] No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and
Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any
state, who,

• [1] having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the
United States, or as a member of any state legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer
of any state, to support the Constitution of the United States,

• [2] shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or
comfort to the enemies thereof.

• [4] But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.









Will Baude

Michael Stokes Paulsen



The Blackman-Tillman 
“textualist approach is 
‘hidden-meaning 
hermeneutics’ that renders 
Section 3 “a ‘secret code’ 
loaded with hidden 
meanings discernible only 
by a select priesthood of 
illuminati.”

Baude & Paulsen







“Let me be clear, this is a genuinely stupid argument on the merits, 
I'm going to demolish it. It's embarrassing . . . This is very wrong. 
It's silly. It's so silly . . . . And I was laughing, because I actually 
couldn't resist because to even hear these formulations 
elicits laughter from me."

Akhil Reed Amar
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